Boston Handbell Festival
20th Anniversary Composition Contest

Purpose: 
In honor of the 20th anniversary of the Boston Handbell Festival, Back Bay Ringers is sponsoring a composition contest. The winning composition or compositions, will be performed at the 2028 Boston Handbell Festival by the five attending choirs. More information about the history and significance of the Boston Handbell Festival is available at: https://backbayringers.org/community/boston-handbell-festival

Requirements: Winning compositions will meet the following criteria:
· Secular, original work for handbells that is joyful and celebratory in spirit. (Arrangements of existing tunes will not be considered.)
· The composition should be between 3-5 minutes. 
· 3-7 octaves, handbells. 
· Handchimes may be included, but are not required. No additional instruments may be used. 
· HMA Level 3-3+ 
· Please follow standards for handbell notation as described in the HMA Handbell and Handchime Notation Guide. 
· Composers may submit multiple compositions, each requiring their own submission as outlined below. 

Submission requirements: 
Submissions should be sent to the Boston Handbell Festival chair (shayes@backbayringers.org) no later than June 1, 2027. 
Submissions should include the following: 
· Submit a completed PDF of the  cover letter form. 
· Composition manuscript (PDF format) Include title, bells used chart, optional instructions. The composer's name must not appear on the manuscript. 
· MP3 of the composition (midi file from notation software.)

Prize Package for winning compositions: (up to two winners will be selected.)
· Winning compositions notified by September 1, 2027. 
· Will receive $1,000
· Will be performed at the 2028 Boston Handbell Festival as massed pieces. 
· Will receive first publication consideration from Beckenhorst Press, who is eager to partner with the Boston Handbell Festival on this contest. 

Note: all winning compositions consent to offering Beckenhorst Press first consideration for publication. Beckenhorst will consider all winning compositions for publication, but publication is not guaranteed. If Beckenhorst does not publish the winning compositions, the composers retain the right to seek alternative publication options, with the understanding that the dedication will include recognition of the composition having been written in celebration of the 20th Boston Handbell Festival, May 2028. 

Questions regarding the contest expectations can be directed to Sarah Hayes-Skelton, Boston Handbell Festival chair, at shayes@backbayringers.org.
